EXPRESS BRASS BAND

., The sound of the Express Brass Band not only is in search of freedom. It is synonymous with freedom. A
freedom, by the way, that is not free of something but free for something.“- Dirk Wagner

Press Text

The Express Brass Band is a Munich based group of international musicians. It has been influenced by the
Second Line Marching Bands of New Orleans as well as by experimental jazz formations such as the Sun Ra
Arkestra and the Art Ensemble of Chicago. The band’s repertoire reaches from jazz, soul and Afrobeat tunes to
Eastern European and oriental music creating a unique and very own style.

How little the band cares for conventions becomes obvious on it’s second album “We Have Come” (2013). This
musical retrospective contains practice room, concert and studio recordings intermingled with short interludes: a
magic carpet ride to international brass band and street art festivals in Austria, Italy, France, Spain, England and
Turkey.

The most recent production “Pluto Kein Planet” (2017) however focuses on the band’s status quo. The album
was recorded in one year at two different locations: in a metal workshop temporarily converted into a studio and
in the mountains of South Tyrol (where else would around 20 musicians find enough space to work without
strangling each other after a few hours?).

The new album, as always, presents a wide range of tunes in various styles and moods. But this time most of
them are original compositions: dynamic jazz tracks that seem to float in time and space, up beat brass songs
with mind blowing hooks and intriguing raps. Oriental melodies that sound even more authentic since Moroccan
singer Mohcine Ramdan is part of the group.

Perfection was never the aim of the Express Brass Band. And how should it be with a group of not only
professionals and cracks but also enthusiastic amateur musicians. What counts is the band’s free spirit - it’s

undamped ardor that again and again manages to move the crowd and propels open minded listeners into the
realms of limitless joy.
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